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Abstract: Despite the widespread diffusion of societal awareness regarding the severity of
the climate crisis, persistent differences in pro-environment behavior remain across
individuals. Previous studies have repeatedly demonstrated that political ideology structures
environmental attitudes and policy preferences: however, they have offered relatively
insufficient explanations of how such ideological differences are linked to everyday
behaviors that involve costs and inconvenience. Focusing on this limitation, the present
study analyzes the relationship between political ideclogy and pro—environment behavior
from the perspective of emotional and normative pathways. Specifically, this study
empirically examines how political ideology is associated with environmental guilt and moral
obligation, and how these emotional and normative responses are observed alongside
pro-climate behavior. The analysis uses data from the 2024 National Environmental
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Awareness Survey in South Korea (n = 3,040) and estimates a serial mediation model
examining the relationships among political ideology, guilt, moral obligation, and
pro—environment behavior. The results indicate that individuals with more progressive
ideological orientations tend to report stronger feelings of environmental guilt and moral
obligation, and that these emotional and normative responses are significantly associated
with pro-environment behavior. By contrast, the direct effect of political ideology remains at
a relatively limited level. These findings suggest that political ideology is not directly
translated into pro—environment behavior but may instead be linked to behavior through the
ways individuals morally interpret environmental issues and emotionally respond to them.
By reexamining the relationship between political ideology and individual behavior at the
micro level of emotions and norms, this study contributes to a better understanding of
ideological differentiation in pro—environment behavior.
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