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Abstract: To identify the main media interests and issues regarding Korea's carbon
neutrality policy, 324 editorials published in daily newspapers nationwide from 15 July 2020
to 10 April 2024 were collected using “carbon neutrality” as a keyword. TF-IDF and
CONCOR analysis text mining techniques were subsequently performed to extract and
analyze information. The results showed that ‘nuclear power’ was the most important
keyword throughout the analysis period, and while the results were the same when the
analysis was divided into the 19th and 20th governments, the arguments of the editorials
were different: While the 19th government focused on the pros and cons of nuclear
phase-out and renewable energy policy, the 20th government expressed expectations for a
nuclear policy while criticizing the previous government’s policy. However, in only focusing
on nuclear power, the editorials’ arguments regarding the national implementation of
‘carbon neutrality’ are not desirable for the planned transition to a ‘carbon neutral society’.
Moreover, not only the media but also the political sphere and the government are
responsible for this phenomenon and should work together to improve it. In addition, efforts
should be made to gather public opinion by publicizing the various challenges that require
resolution in the process of transition to a carbon—neutral society.
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